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Introduction

In the last two decades there has been an
important shift towards studies of socio-
cultural issues in most of the social sciences
and also in human geography. This thematic
shift has been brought about through a number
of circumstances. First there have been accel-
erated interactions and interdependences in the
world system which have increased as econ-
omic, social and cultural relationships have
come to stretch worldwide. Globalization
processes have led to new social inequalities
and have also been reflected in science, politics
and the lives of citizens. Simultaneously, there
has been growing tensions among some socio-
cultural macro-systems of the current world
(civilizations in conceptions of Huntington
1996, or Krej¢i 2004) that cannot be under-
stood purely in terms of differentiations in
economic development level, but in terms of a
deeper and long-term articulation of mass

value orientations and attitudes, and thus
through socio-cultural embedding of actual
economic and political behaviour. It seems that
interactions and interdependences in the
current world system have led to a scale shift
in perception of differences from the level of
‘between nations’ to the one of ‘between
civilizations’ (Dostal and Hampl 2000). Chan-
ging conditions of economic growth and mass
value orientations of populations in the rich
‘western’ civilization are of specific significance
and tend to increase importance of subjective
factors (human and social capital), on the one
hand, and articulation of post-materialist value
orientations, on the other (Inglehart 1997). The
stress now put upon globalization processes
tends to emphasize external pressures as the
source of social and cultural changes taking
place in individual countries.

Second, there have been pressures of post-
totalitarian (or post-communist) transform-
ation. The collapse of the communist bloc at
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the end of the 1980s brought a fundamental
change of historical importance and affected
deeply also the social and cultural circum-
stances in the Czech Republic. Since the 1989
fall of the Iron Curtain there has been an
institutionalizing democratic political system of
the open society and an economic system with a
diversified structure of property forms in which
the private sector and market-driven structure
of resource allocation perform pivotal roles
(Kornai 2005). From the point of view of social
geography it is necessary to understand that this
deep institutional transformation has impor-
tantly influenced differentiations in social,
economic and environmental conditions of the
country and regions concerned. The geopoli-
tical artificial division of the continent has not
prevented the inertia of historically created
differentiation in European space. Of course,
the changeability of the societal subsystems
(political, economic and socio-cultural struc-
tures) has appeared to be highly differentiated
also in the case of the Czech Republic.

In a highly simplified way it is possible to
sketch an order among principal societal
subsystems in accordance with the rank
order of decreasing changeability of their
organization and processes. It seems that
under pressures of the post-totalitarian trans-
formation and globalization processes the
changeability of subsystems has been decreas-
ing as follows: (1) political and economic, (2)
social, (3) cultural, and (4) socio-geographical
structure. The geographical structure is under-
stood in the narrow sense of territorial
location of population and economic and
other activities, and formation of a hierarchy
of centres or networks within the physical
infrastructure (Dostal and Hampl 1994a). The
post-totalitarian (post-communist) transform-
ation processes have obviously been inter-
related and simultaneously present in the
historical process of revolutionary or radical

change, yet they must analytically be separated
and evaluated. The indicated decreasing
changeability in different subsystems of the
societal fabric makes clear the crucial import-
ance of our understanding of the character
and the time-axis of general development of
current Czech society and its geographical
differentiation. Because only in the framework
of such an integral understanding is it possible
to sketch in a more adequate way the legacy
of various distortions that occurred in the
country under the totalitarian regime.

Third, it has been important to incorporate
into Czech socio-geographical research the
pressures resulting from the shift from the
industrial society and economy towards
the post-industrial societal and economic
structures. The post-industrial stage brings
further acceleration of economic development
and a broadly conceived democratization
process in society. It is recognized that the
development of post-industrial society is
closely connected with the globalization
processes. There is an increasing qualitative
differentiation among metropolises in inte-
grating European space and the creation of
supra-national hierarchies of so-called world
cities (Taylor 2004). There is the change in the
character of relationships within the settle-
ment system as indicated by increasing
intensity and speed of contacts. The leading
urban centres have become transactional cities
(Gottmann 1983) based on information-
orientated activities of the quaternary sector.
With post-industrial evolution of employment
and societal fabric the leading city of the
national city system—the capital city of
Prague and its agglomeration—plays the role
of a gateway-city for establishing trans-
national linkages with other world cities and
countries and attracts many international
contacts from outside the state. This inter-
nationalization function is crucial in particular
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in the post-totalitarian countries of Central
Europe as the foundation for significant
expansion. Accordingly, the extraordinary
dynamics of the Prague agglomeration is
utilized in the diffusion of economic and
socio-cultural development impulses within
the national city system (Dostal and Hampl
1994a, 1994b; Drbohlav and Sykora 1997;
Sykora 1994). This post-industrial develop-
ment of the national urban system has also had
similar features in other post-communist
countries in Central Europe (Dostal 2000a;
Musil 1993).

It is crucial to understand that these
globalization processes and the post-total-
itarian and post-industrial transformations
take place simultaneously and their interacting
pressures contribute importantly to the com-
plexities of the changing geographical organ-
ization of Czech society. The globalization
processes and the post-industrial transform-
ation are changes that are taking place with
different intensities in all regions of the world
system. However, the pressures of the post-
totalitarian transformation are obviously
specific factors in the post-communist
countries and confront the research with
additional intricacies in studies of their
societies and their geographies. Accordingly,
it is necessary to respond to the complex
character of the object of study of research and
consider research interests in social and
cultural geography in a wider context of
general conceptualizations and research pro-
blems of geography.

Changing themes in Czech socio-
geographical studies

The changes outlined above are reflected
in research orientations of social sciences in
the Czech Republic and have garnered
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fundamental shifts in research attitudes.
Former theoretical schemes concerning the
functioning of society and emphasizing sim-
plified economic conceptions (see homo
economicus) are currently criticized and
assessed as inadequate (and not functioning)
in respect to much more complex societal
reality. Indeed, such theoretical schemes are
often condemned. This a secondary reason for
the shift of research interests towards social
and cultural factors and experiences. This shift
has obviously brought a number of ‘unplea-
sant’ methodological complications that have
been expressed in post-modern approaches: an
excessive emphasis given to the relative nature
of theoretical claims, rejection of any general
order of explanatory hypotheses, dominance
of critique, strong subjective and normative
orientation of assessments, etc. This orien-
tation is largely reflecting the extraordinary
complexity of social reality (i.e. subject matter
of social sciences), but in principle, such a
direction of research is not correct. The main
problem is the partial character of individual
conceptions or approaches and the lack of
connections between them (Dostal and Hampl
1995; Hampl 2000a).

These problems are also characterizing
current research in human geography and in
some respects even more than in other
sciences. It is a convention and to name the
geography of society differently: it is named
human geography in Anglo-American geogra-
phy, cultural geography in Germany, and, for
example, social geography in the Czech
Republic or in the Netherlands. It is necessary
to note that the current (post-totalitarian)
identification of the social and the human in
Czech geography has been sometimes criti-
cized, but it can be seen as a reaction to the
impact of soviet geography in the past when
the geography of society was officially
identified with economic geography. Since
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1989 the term social geography has been used
which is free of ideological positions and
‘social’ is understood to be close to research
themes concerned with societal development.
Human and cultural themes were associated in
the usual orthodox Marxist perspective with
so-called societal superstructure.

It has been indicated above that socio-
geographical research has to be characterized
by its wider thematic orientations and an
orientation on more synthetic assessments.
This is especially true in respect to Czech
social geography that is conceived as human
geography. This can be documented by
reference to the fact that nearly half of the
articles published in the two most important
Czech geographical journals in the last fifteen
years consider socio-geographical themes. The
post-1989 development has been a dynamic
and even dramatic one due to two circum-
stances. First, the political changes of the
societal system ended the separation of Czech
geography from the world community of
geographers and also brought the abolition
of totalitarian ideological barriers that were
making free research impossible. Second,
changes in societal reality took place and, in
consequence, there emerged new research
themes.

The post-1989 Czech socio-geographical
research has primarily been catching up with
current trends in international research in
social geography, in particular with post-
positivist approaches. In a simplified way one
can point to a shift in research activity from
descriptions of localization of phenomena
towards analyses of (distributions) of pro-
blems, and further from studies of objects
towards studies of subjects and their interest
orientations, and also from studies of ‘hard’
indicators to studies of ‘soft’ characteristics.
From the methodological viewpoint one can
say, in terms of the critical realism of Sayer

(1992), that the socio-geographical studies
have tended in part to supplement extensive
research by intensive research. Nevertheless,
major changes in theoretical conceptions and
their alternatives occurring in international
research have mostly been noted within Czech
geography, but not further elaborated. There
has been dominant stress upon empirical
research and a sceptical approach to theoreti-
cal, speculative conceptualization. Perhaps,
such an approach has largely been a positive
one, because it has enabled significant applied
research. We indicated in the introduction that
post-1989 socio-geographical research has
been engaged in studies concerning the new
extensive themes of the post-totalitarian
transformation. The geography of societal
transformation has become a core of the
research and it has provided also an integrat-
ing theme due to the complex character of the
transformation processes. Moreover, this new
complex theme is also new for world
geography, because the post-totalitarian trans-
formation processes are historically unique,
but they have also been very important for
understanding of the era of globalization
processes (Dostal 1998; Dostal and Hampl
2000; Hampl et al. 2001).

Considering more narrow thematic delinea-
tions two groupings of research and resulting
publications of Czech social geographers can
be distinguished. First, there have been studies
with a synthetic character that have been
concerned with overall structure and develop-
ment of the geographical organization of
society (regionalization, hierarchy of the
national settlement system and regional struc-
ture, etc.), such as a recent study by Hampl
(2005). Second, there have been collective
studies following a complex approach focused
on analyses of mutual influences between
major components of the socio-geographical
system. The two approaches have often been
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combined (see Hampl et al. 1996, 1999, 2001)
and concerned with the whole territory of the
Czech Republic. Similar approaches have been
used at higher geographical levels of analysis
considering the transformations across post-
communist countries (Dostal 1998) or at the
world system level (Novotny 2003). There
have also been studies of relatively small
regions in the Czech Republic that have
attempted to follow a similar approach
(Andél 2002).

The outcomes of the studies have brought a
number of expected insights: a determining
role of settlement and regional hierarchy in
respect to differentiation in development
dynamics, a turn in geopolitical and geo-
economic attractiveness of macro-position
(West—East gradient in societal development),
an increased importance of the selective
character of regional development (increasing
effectiveness of market mechanisms in combi-
nation with reactions on ineffective equali-
tarian economic development from the
totalitarian era), etc. The analyses of the
transformation processes gradually resulted in
a distinction between two foundations of the
transformation processes. First, there have
been the specific geographically differentiating
conditions of the ‘short-term” post-totalitarian
transformation in a narrower sense, i.e. a
rectifying transformation (Dostal and Hampl
1996). Second, there have been the differen-
tiating conditions of the ‘long-term’ post-
industrial transformation (Hampl 2005). In
the former case, there were concerned ten-
dencies in geographical redistribution of
economic activity (more dynamic develop-
ment in metropolitan areas having a progress-
ive economic base and a relative shrinking of
output in regions with heavy industrial
sectors). In the latter case, there took place a
qualitative revaluation of economic effects
based on a more diversified economic base of
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regions and increasing importance of human
and social capital, etc. A dualistic approach is
also concerned with the ‘geography of
transformation’. On the one hand, there has
been research considering the geography of
societal transformation focused on specifica-
tion and explanation of geographical factors
conditioning territorial differentiation in
society (territorial units and corresponding
communities) from the viewpoint of trans-
formational success. On the other hand, there
has been research considering the transform-
ation of geographical organization of society
in a narrow sense and studying changes in
regional influence of urban centres, qualitative
functional changes in settlement and regional
hierarchy, etc. (Hampl 1994). In simple terms
of indicators the difference between the two
types of studies can be illustrated by the
difference between assessments of differen-
tiation in sets of territorial units by analyses of
economic level (GDP per inhabitant) or
analyses of territorial intensity of economy
(GDP per square kilometre).

Another group of studies is a more
heterogeneous collection of research publi-
cations with specific thematic orientations.
These studies are conceptually associated with
more complex research efforts and expla-
nations. Most of the studies have been
concerned with problems of settlement and
population development, the traditional main
themes of Czech social geography. However,
the transformation processes have stressed the
importance of some research questions, in
particular the questions considering areas
characterized by the highest dynamics of
changes. First of all, the dynamic areas have
been metropolitan areas and specifically
central parts of cities (commercialization,
internationalization, etc.) and suburbaniza-
tion areas (Drbohlav and Sykora 1997; Sykora
2001; Vaishar 2002). The research concerning
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the urban cores of the largest cities has shown,
in particular in Prague, important impacts of
the globalization processes changing urban
structures (Sykora 1994). Suburbanization
processes were, under the communist regime,
suppressed in a ‘planned’ way (one can even
speak of a political counter-metropolization;
see Dostdl and Hampl 1993, 1994a) and
currently have been resulting in significant
changes in the geographical order of migration
flows (Sykora and Cerméak 1998). Migration
processes represent a specific research theme.
This research concerns geographical patterns
of internal migration (Cermak 1999, 2001;
Drbohlav and Blazek 1992; Sasek 1991), and
since 1989 also increasing volume and
intensity of international migration (Drbohlav
2001, 2003; Drbohlav and Cermak 1998;
Janska and Drbohlav 1999). Internal
migration studies are specific in the Czech
Republic, because they have indicated not only
‘natural’ and expected processes such as
suburbanization, but they have also shown
long-lasting deformation of housing markets
(state regulations) resulting in decreasing
migration mobility of inhabitants since 1989.
The extensive migration research is also
important from a methodological viewpoint,
because it includes systematic behavioural
methods and qualitative tools of intensive
research.

Research activities considering other socio-
geographical themes are more limited and
have been studying specific phenomena (e.g.
unemployment—Tomes 1996; demographic
structures—Bartoriova 1999) or wider, but in
terms of the transformation processes less
relevant themes relating to countryside (Kubes
2000), recreation (Paskova 2001) and so-
called second housing (Vagner et al. 2004).
Seemingly limited attention has been given to
Czech rural geography, especially peripheral
areas. In general, it is possible to characterize

most of the Czech geographical studies
concerned with peripheral areas as largely
belonging to the field of cultural geography.
The studies overlap with the research interest
of new regional geography and this makes
their characterization less clear.

Old and new themes in Czech cultural
geography

Despite the difficulties in the specification of
themes in cultural geography due to their
overlapping with research themes in social,
historical and traditional regional geography,
it is possible to distinguish in Czech geography
three major directions of research in cultural
geography. Two directions have a more
integral character and correspond to original
(‘old’) cultural geography and a ‘new’ con-
ception of so-called new regional geography.
A third direction includes research concerning
specific cultural phenomena such as religious
and nationality structures, local cultural
traits, etc.

The first direction is a long research
tradition that started in the totalitarian period.
It largely uses a rich database on detailed
territorial structure of land use in the entire
territory of the Czech Republic. Thus the core
of this research has been changing land use
and land cover and, in consequence, this
orientation has tended to limit traditional
directions of cultural geography, i.e. studies on
cultural landscape. Systematic construction of
the land use database has been a time-
consuming affair that currently provides
information on more than 10,000 elementary
territorial units covering the national territory.
Initial studies had a descriptive character
providing an inventory and also choosing a
sample of smaller territories (Bi¢ik 1991) and
testing methods and possibilities of data
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interpretation (Bi¢ik 1993). In a gradual way
the whole territory was covered in a historical
perspective starting with data from 1845
(Bicik et al. 1996). The order of the database
has made it possible, among other things, to
specify land use changes at different scale
levels and to consider their associations with
various natural and societal factors.

These studies have resulted in two types of
synthetic outcomes. First, there have been
specified separate stages and corresponding
historical driving forces or conditions (Bicik
et al. 2001). The specification of different
periods using less-known indicators has con-
tributed to further understanding of general
conceptions of theory of development stages,
giving emphasis to historical specific aspects of
territorial differentiation in the Czech Repub-
lic (post-war transfer of population, extensive
industrial development and impacts of collec-
tivization of agriculture in the totalitarian
period, shrinking agricultural production in
the post-totalitarian period, impacts of sub-
urbanization processes, etc.). A second corre-
sponding synthetic outcome has been the
specification of periods in interactions
between society and the natural environment
(Bi¢ik 1995, 1997). The contributions of this
direction of research in cultural geography
have had also a wider context, because they
have been connecting, on the one hand, the
themes of human geography with the themes
of physical geography (landscape ecology)
and, on the other hand, with environmental
history and historical geography (Jelecek
1999).

The second research direction is the study of
sparsely populated regions with lower settle-
ment intensities and lower socio-economic
level. These regions are peripheral in terms
of their locations in the national territory,
but also in terms of economic, social and
historical developments given specific aspects
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of development in border regions of the Czech
Republic. The main focus is on questions of
identities of regions and local communities
and their conditioning by continuity in (socio-)
cultural development, respectively by dis-
continuity, because these phenomena and
processes have been gaining in importance
during the post-totalitarian transformation
and tend to differentiate between successful
and unsuccessful peripheral areas, influence
their stability and have impacts on capacities
to use endogeneous resources of their further
development. The reasons for these research
interests can be indicated as follows:

1 Societal transformation in the post-total-
itarian period has led to a selective
territorial development and polarization
between core and peripheral territories of
the country. Given the limited development
potential in the periphery, the attractiveness
of local or micro-regional communities has
gained in importance as a development
factor.

2 The identity formation in local and regional
communities is increasingly important in
connection with reintroduction of territo-
rial self-government that has become the
main representative of articulated interests
in political, social, cultural and economic
affairs.

3 A specific feature of socio-cultural territor-
ial differentiation in the Czech Republic is
the difference in the character of the border
regions and the inner parts of the territory
due to post-war changes (transfer of
German-speaking population and insuffi-
cient re-settlement by largely Czech popu-
lation). In spite of six decades of continuity,
the differences still are significant.

4 The post-totalitarian societal changes
and the accession of the Czech Republic
to the European Union have changed
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considerably the relative positions of
border regions and some of them have
become areas of intensive supra-national
integration processes at the micro-regional
level (cross-border co-operation, establish-
ment of Euroregions, etc.).

In the last few years a large research project
has been carried out concerned with border
regions and resulting in team publications
(Jetabek 1999; Jeiabek et al. 2004). The
research was particularly focused on the ways
in which citizens and local institutions reflect
European integration processes at the lower
scales of territorial structures, the develop-
ment of mutual relationships and the attitudes
of citizens separated by state borders, barrier
effects of borders, etc. Given the geographical
and historical-cultural complexities of the
border territory there have been some research
efforts specifying its delineation (Chromy
2000; Hampl 2000b; Marada 2001). This
research has considered not only significant
differences between the border regions and the
inner parts of the national territory, but also
the differences between the border regions and
so-called inner peripheries, i.e. some less-
developed micro-regions in more central parts
of the country, have been studied. Such
comparative research has resulted in debates
on issues of regional identity and suitable
study methods (Chromy 2003a; Kuldova
2005). The more synthetic character of the
studies concerned with peripheral regions
resulted in a wider assessment including
development of cultural landscape and using
the database on historical and current changes
in land use (Chromy 2003b; Chromy and Janu
2003). It seems that a gradual integration has
been taking place in Czech cultural geography
between the old and new themes of this field.

The last grouping of studies concentrates on
the formation of local or regional culture in

rural (Zemanek 2003) or border (Danék 2000)
localities or micro-regions or on problems of
nationalities in the Czech Republic (Danék
1993; Siwek 1996). There are studies con-
cerned with socio-pathological phenomena
(Danielova 2003), and also studies considering
the territorial aspects of religious beliefs of the
inhabitants (Danék and gtépének 1992,
Havlicek 2003). It must be noted that the
current research is more orientated on the
actual transformation processes in the Czech
Republic and focusing on problems of regional
(economic) development. There is still appar-
ent a certain lagging behind in the consolida-
tion of Czech democratic society of the post-
industrial type (e.g. research in feminist
geography is still absent). Some of the
publications considering also questions of
cultural geography are more orientated on
actual political issues in the field of political
geography: political regionalism (Kostelecky
2001), regional differentiation in the national
electorate (Jehlicka and Sykora 1991; Kost-
elecky and Cermak 2004), ethno-national
political mobilization and fragmentation of
communist federations (Dostal 1999), or mass
value orientations and public opinion con-
cerning integration processes across the enlar-
ging European Union (Dostal 2000b, 2001,
2002; Dostal and Markusse 2001).

Concluding remarks

In the last few decades a shift in human
geography research has taken place. First, an
emphasis has been given to studies on the
differentiation of a variety of subjects
and associated decision-making processes.
Second, there has been an attempt to
indicate societal imbalances and inequalities
and critical assessment of their causes. There
has also been increasing attention paid to the
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deeper conditions of actual economic and
political behaviour of societal subjects, and
thus socio-cultural embeddedness of beha-
viour. These themes have been contributing to
a strengthening of social geography and
cultural geography in the framework of
human geography. In the case of cultural
geography one can speak of a certain
revitalization of this research field. Never-
theless, the increasing importance of themes of
social geography and cultural geography is
largely limited to the scope of human
geography. From the standpoint of develop-
ment of the geographical discipline, however,
these research orientations have been bringing
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post-positivist research interest and directed
human geography towards social sciences (see
Johnston, Gregory and Smith 1994). However,
in view of the development of other social
sciences, human geography occupies a mar-
ginal position.
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Uvod

V poslednich dvou desetiletich dochazi
v prevazné casti spoleCenskych véd, a také
v humanni geografii k vyraznému rozvoji
studia socialni a kulturni problematiky. Tento
tématicky posun ma fadu pficin. Primarni
Glohu zde pochopitelné ma samotny vyvoj
spoleCenské reality, a to v dvojim smyslu.
Zrychlené propojovani svétového systému, a

tedy globalizatni proces vede k aktivizaci
socialnich nerovnomérnosti i k jejich zesilené
reflexi ve sféfe védy, politiky i obcanského
Zivota. Zaroven dochazi ke konfrontaci jedno-
tlivych sociokulturnich makrosystému (civili-
zaci v pojeni Huntingtona 1996 nebo Krej¢iho
2004), jejichz rozdilnosti nelze posuzovat Cisté
podle ekonomické vyspélosti, nybrz i podle
hlubsich a dlouhodobé utvatenych hodnoto-
vych postoju, a tedy podle sociokulturnich
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zakofenénosti jejich aktuilniho ekonomického
a politického chovani. Propojovani svéta tak
vede k méfitkovému posunu ve vnimani i v
aktivizace odlisnosti z Grovné “mezi narody”
na Groven “mezi civilizacemi” (Dostal a Hampl
2000). Specificky vyznam maji dale promény
podminénosti ekonomického rastu i hodnoto-
vych postoji obyvatel v nejbohatsi “zapadni”
civilizaci: zvySeny vyznam subjektivnich fak-
toru (lidsky a socialni kapital) na jedné strané a
formovani post-materialistické hierarchie hod-
not na strané druhé (Inglehart, 1997). Duraz je
dale nutno klast na globaliza¢ni tendence, které
se stavaji zdrojem socialnich a kulturnich zmén
v jednotlivych zemich.

Na druhém misté se jednad o vyznamné
dusledky post-totalitni transformace. Kolaps
komunistického bloku na konci 80. let
minulého stoleti pfinesl zmény zasadniho
historického vyznamu a promitl se pochopi-
telné i do socialnich a kulturnich podminek v
Ceské republice. Pad zelezné opony oteviel
cestu k vytvareni demokratického systému
oteviené spoleCnosti a k trzné orientované
ekonomice s dominanci privatni formy
vlastnictvi (Kornai 2005). Z hlediska socialni,
resp. Humanni geografie méla tato institucio-
nalni transformace vyznamny vliv na
diferenciaci socialnich, ekonomickych a
environmentalnich podminek jak v celé
zemi, tak v jednotlivych regionech. Také se
ukazalo, ze umélé, resp. Docasné bipolarni
rozdéleni kontinentu dokazalo jen velmi
omezené piekonat inercii dlouhodobé utvar-
ené diferenciace evropského prostoru. Pro-
ménlivost  jednotlivych  spolecenskych
subsystému byla a je ovSem rtizna i v pfipadé
Ceské republiky.

Velmi zjednodusené lze hovofit o nasledujici
posloupnosti hlavnich spolecenskych subsys-
téma v dynamice promén, v jejich proménli-
vosti: (1) politicky a ekonomicky, (2)
socialni, (3) kulturni, a (4) sociogeograficky.

Sociogeograficky subsystém je chapan v uzsim
pojeti jako tzemni distribuce obyvatelstva,
ekonomiky a dalSich navazujicich aktivit a
zejména jako formovani hierarchie center a siti
infrastruktury (Dostal a Hampl 1994a). Post-
totalitni transformacni procesy byvaji obvykle
hodnoceny jako zasadni (revolu¢ni) historické
zmény, avSak rozsah a hloubka téchto zmén
byla v jednotlivich subsystémech odlisna.
Pravé geografickd organizace spolelnosti
vykazovala vysokou miru inercie.

Na tfetim misté je nezbytné zdaraznit
soubéznost post-totalitni a post-industrialni
transformace u socialnich a ekonomickych
struktur, coZz ma velky vyznam pro orientaci
sociogeografického vyzkumu. Post-indus-
trialni vyvoj pfinasi dalsi ekonomicky, ale i
Siroce chapany demokratizaéni rozvoj. Je
spojen i s prohlubovanim globaliza¢nich
tendenci. Z geografického pohledu proto
dochazi ke kvalitativni proméné hierarchie
metropolitnich arealt integrujici evropsky
prostor a k formovani nadnarodniho,
resp. globalniho systému tzv. svétovych velk-
omést (Taylor 2004). V ramci systému osidleni
jsou rozvijeny v prvé fadé formy vztahové
organizace a je prohlubovana vnitfni propo-
jenost a organi¢nost tohoto systému. Hlavni
centra zvySuji svij vyznam nadale, avSak v
prvé fadé prostiednictvim svych fidicich a
transak¢nich funkci (Gottmann 1983). Zej-
ména to plati pro hlavni mésta, kterd posiluji
nadnarodni vazby a jsou postupné zaclletio-
vana do globalni hierarchie velkomést. Jejich
Gloha v procesu internacionalizace je vyji-
mecné vyznamna pravé v post-totalitnich
sttedoevropskych zemich, jak to doklada
vyvoj Prahy. Praha a jeji metropolitni region
vykazuji nejvyssi dynamiku rozvoje a zaroven
pusobi jako vychodisko primarnich impulst
rozvoje celého narodniho systému (Dostal a
Hampl 1994a, 1994b; Drbohlav a Sykora
1997; Sykora 1994). Obdobna je pasobnost
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hlavnich mést i v dalSich post-totalitnich
zemich (Dostal 2000a; Musil 1993).

Je nutné zduraznit, ze popisované globali-
zalni, post-industrialni i post-totalitni zmény/
procesy probihaji soubézné, a to pfi vzajem-
ném intenzivnim ovliviiovani. Vysledkem je
neobycCejna slozitost soucasného vyvoje geo-
grafické organizace Ceské spoletnosti. Post-
industrialni vyvoj a navazujici globaliza¢ni
procesy se pochopitelné prosazuji v Grovni
regionalni velmi diferencované. V pfipadé
post-totalitnich zemi je vSak slozitost zmén
dale umocnéna specifickymi podminkami
jejich aktualni spolecenské transformace. To
vSe se promitd i do studia socialni a kulturni
geografie, a to predevs§im ve smyslu zvySeného
darazu na postizZeni $irSiho kontextu u podmi-
nénosti a souvislosti aktualnich vyvojovych
zmén.

Tématické promény Ceského sociogeo-
grafického studia

Vsechny uvadéné promény se pochopitelné
promitaji do vyzkumné orientace socialnich
véd v Ceské republice a prinaseji zasadni
zmény do vyzkumnych pfistupt. Neékdejsi
teoreticka schémata fungovani spole¢nosti, v
nichz dominovaly zjednoduSené ekonomické
konstrukce (viz princip homo oeconomicus),
jsou kritizovana jako neadekvitni (a nefungu-
jici) vuc¢i fadové slozitéjsi socialni realité,
resp. jsou prfimo odsuzovana. To je také
druha—sekundarni, resp. odvozena—pficina
posunu vyzkumnych zajma smérem k social-
nim a kulturnim faktorim a projevam. Tento
posun pfinasi ovSem i fadu epistomologicky
,heprijemnych® komplikaci koncentrované
vyjadfenych v post-modernich pfistupech—
prilisna relativizace, odmitani fadu, prevazu-
jici kriticnost, zesilena subjektivizace a nor-
mativni orientace hodnoceni apod. I kdyzZ je
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nepochybné tato orientace do znalné miry
urCovana neobycejnou slozitosti socialni
reality, tj. predmétu poznani spolecenskych
véd, je to orientace v zisadé nespravna.
Podstata problému spociva v parcialnosti
jednotlivych koncepci/pfistupti a v jejich
nedostate¢ném propojovani (Dostal a Hampl
1995; Hampl 2000a).

Vsechny diskutované problémy jsou char-
akteristické i pro soucasny vyvoj humanni
geografie, a to v fadé ohledu ve zvy$ené mife.
Je dusledkem konvence, jaky zastfeSujici
termin je pfevazné pouzivan pro geografii
spole¢nosti: humanni geografie v anglosaské
sféfe, kulturni geografie ve sféfe némecké a
socialni geografie napf. v ,,Ceské“ nebo
nizozemské narodni geografii. V poslednim
pfipadé je vhodné poznamenat, Ze soucasné
prevladajici ztotoznéni socialniho a human-
niho v ¢eské geografie, byt jiz Casto kritizované
je dusledkem jakéhosi boje s pfebiranim
sovétskych modelu v dobé totality: oficialni
ztotoznéni spoleCenské geografie s geografii
ekonomickou bylo timto zptisobem postupné
v publikacnich aktivitach geografu prekonano
a po roce 1989 nahrazeno Sirsi a alternativ-
néjsi (ideologicky volnéjsi & svobodnéjsi)
koncepci socialni geografie (s tim, ze
,socialni“ bylo spise prosaditelné diky svému
celospolecenskému smyslu nez humanni nebo
kulturni, které byly pfili§ svazovany s tzv.
spoleenskou nadstavbou v marxistickém
modelu spole¢nosti).

Jak jiz bylo konstatovano v Gvodni ¢asti je
pro sociogeograficky vyzkum charakteristicky
Siroky tématicky zabér, ktery je v fadé ohleda
orientovan k syntetickym hodnocenim. Ve
zvySené mife to plati pro Ceskou socialni
geografii, kterd je pfrevazné ztotozriovana s
celou humanni geografii. Doklada to i skutec-
nost, ze téméf polovina ¢lanka ve dvou
nejvyznamnéjsich Ceskych geografickych ¢aso-
pisech v poslednich 10—15 letech byla



Downloaded by [Charles University in Prague] at 04:45 06 October 2014

486 Martin Hampl et al.

vénovana pravé sociogeografické tématice. Jak
jiz bylo v tvodu naznaceno, tento vyvoj byl po
roce 1989 dynamicky a mozno fici i drama-
ticky v dasledku dvou zakladnich pficin. Prvou
byla pochopitelné zména spolecenského sys-
tému a s tim spojené odstranéni jak izolace nasi
geografie od geografie svétové, tak i totalitnich
ideologickych bariér znemoznujicich svobodné
badani. Dusledkem politické zmény byla i
druha pfi¢ina tématického posunu, tj. zména
spoleCenské reality samotné, a tedy samotného
predmétu sociogeografického studia. Zménily
se tedy jak moznosti a podnéty vyzkumu, tak i
realné sociogeografické struktury a procesy.

V obecné Grovni vyvoje Ceského sociogeo-
grafického poznani dochazi po roce 1989 v
prvé fadé k dohanéni a k postupnému sladéni
se svétovymi trendy, specialné s alternativami
post-pozitivistické geografie. Zjednodusené lze
konstatovat pfesun tézisté studia od popisu
rozmisténi jeva k analyzidm (rozmisténi)
problému, od studia objektu ke studiu subjektt
a jejich zajmové orientace a navazné pak od
studia ,,tvrdych® charakteristik ke studiu
charakteristik ,,mékkych*. Metodicky je tak
dopliiovan extenzivni vyzkum vyzkumem
intenzivnim (ve smyslu rozliSeni Sayera
1992). Nicméné hlavni svétové promény
teoretickych koncepci a jejich alternativ byly
Ceskou geografii prevazné jen vnimany, ale
nikoliv hloubéji rozvijeny. Vieobecné prevla-
dal daraz na empiricky vyzkum a nadale
pretrvaval spise skepticky postoj k teoretickym
spekulacim, coz vSak mélo pravdépodobné
spise pozitivni dusledky (pfedevsim v aplikacni
oblasti). Pokud jde o specifické rysy vyvoje
geografického studia po r. 1989 je opravnéné
zduaraznit ,,vytvoreni“ nového velkého tématu,
tématu post-totalitni transformace, které nabi-
zelo Siroké uplatnéni i pro geografii. Geografie
spolecenské transformace se dostava nejen do
jadra vyzkumu, ale plni do znacné miry i
integracni funkci diky komplexni povaze této

transformace. Je to navic ,,nové téma“ i z
pohledu svétové geografie, nebot transfor-
macni procesy jsou v rfadé ohledt historicky
unikatni a také byly velmi dulezité pro
pochopeni éry globalizace (Dostal 1998;
Dostal a Hampl 2000; Hampl a kol. 2001).

Z hlediska uzsiho tématického vymezeni je
vhodné nejprve odlisit dvé skupiny vyzkumu
resp. odpovidajicich publikaci ¢eskych social-
nich geografa. Prvou piedstavuji jednak
synteticky zaméfené studie postihujici celk-
ovou strukturu a vyvoj geografické organizace
spolecnosti (regionalizace, hierarchie sidelni a
regionalni apod.)—takovou je napf. studie
Hampla (2005), jednak prace s komplexnim
zabérem, prevazné kolektivni dila—které v
ramci ,,spole¢ného zaméru analyzuji vyvoj a
vzajemné ovliviiovani hlavnich slozek socio-
geografického systému. Casto jsou oba tyto
druhy zaméfeni kombinovany (Hampl a kol.
1996, 1999, 2001) a to predevsim v Grovni
celostatnich hodnoceni. Do jisté miry obdobné
byly vSak zpracovany i méfitkové vyssi
geografické soustavy (napf. soubor post-
totalitnich zemi—Dostal 1998), a to vcetné
arovné globalni (Novotny 2003). Totéz se
ovsem tyka i relativné malych regiont i ramci
Ceské republiky (napf. Andél 2002).

Vysledky téchto studii pfinesly fadu,
prevazné ovSem ocekavanych zjisténi: pod-
mirnujici Gloha sidelni/regionalni hierarchie z
hlediska diferenciace ,,aspé$nosti“ vyvoje
Gzemnich jednotek, obrat v geopolitické a
geoekonomické makropolohové atraktivité
(revitalizace zapado-vychodni zonality), zvyr-
aznéni selektivni orientace regionalniho
vyvoje (prosazeni trznich mechanizmu
v kombinaci s reakcemi na neefektivni
a niveliza¢né podporovany vyvoj ekonomiky
v totalitnim obdobi) aj. Analyzy transfor-
macnich procesu vedly postupné k rozliseni
dvoji podstaty transformace samotné, resp.
k rozlisSeni kombinovaného spolupisobeni
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specifickych podminénosti ,,kratkodobé*
post-totalitni transformace v Gzkém slova
smyslu, tj: transformace napravového typu
(Dostal a Hampl 1996), a obecnych podmi-
nénosti soucasné nastartované ,,dlouhodobé*
transformace  post-industrialni  (Hampl
2005). V prvém pripadé se jedna pfedevsim
o tendence geografické redistribuce ekono-
miky (rozvoj metropolitnich arealt s progre-
sivni ekonomickou strukturou a naopak
Gtlum oblasti tézkého pramyslu), v pfipadé
druhém o kvalitativni pfehodnocovani eko-
nomickych efektd (zvyseny vyznam lidského
a socialniho kapitalu apod.). O dualistickém
pojeti je vSak mozno hovofit i u samotné
,,geografie transformace®. Na jedné strané je
zkoumana geografie spolecenské transfor-
mace, kterd sméfuje k nalezeni a vysvétleni
geografickych faktord podmirujicich Gzemni
diferenciaci spole¢nosti (Gzemnich jednotek a
odpovidajicich komunit) z hlediska transfor-
macni Gspésnosti. Na strané druhé je
studovana transformace geografické organi-
zace spolecnosti v uzsim slova smyslu, tj.
zmény v regionalni pusobnosti stfedisek,
kvalitativni promény sidelni a regionalni
hierarchie apod. (Hampl 1994). Zjednodu-
Sené oba prfistupy ilustruje rozdilnost v
hodnoceni diferenciace Gzemnich celkt bud
podle ekonomické trovné (napi. HDP/obyv.)
nebo podle Gzemni intenzity ekonomiky
(napf. HDP/km?).

Druhou skupinu studii pfedstavuje vice
heterogenni soubor specializované zaméfe-
nych praci. V tomto pfipadé jsou ziejmé
navaznosti na komplexné koncipovana sledo-
vani, a to zvlasté v Castech vénovanych
interpretaci a vysvétlovani vysledkt analyz.
VétSina praci se navic vaze k problematice
osidleni a obyvatelstva, ktera je jiz tradi¢né v
jadru pozornosti Ceské socialni geografie.
Transformacni procesy zvyraznily ovSem vyz-
nam jen nékterych otazek, a to zejména otazek
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vazanych na arealy s nejvy$si dynamikou
zmén. K tém patfi na prvém misté metropolitni
oblasti (a to nejen rozvojové) a v jejich ramci
pak zejména centralni casti velkych mést
(komercializace, internacionalizace atd.) a
suburbaniza¢ni zoény (Drbohlav a Sykora
1997; Sykora 2001; Vaishar 2002). V pfipadé
sledovani center velkomést, a specialné Prahy,
jsou zietelné postizeny i dopady globalizace na
zménu u spolecensky nejvyznamnéjSich tzem-
nich struktur (Sykora 1994). Suburbaniza¢ni
procesy, které byly za socializmu ,,planovité“
utlumeny (je opravnéné hovofit o kontrame-
tropolizaci— Dostal a Hampl 1993 1994a)
vyvolaly i vyznamné zmény v geografickém
uspofadani migranich toka (Sykora a Cermak
1998). Migracni procesy ovsem predstavuji i
dalsi specifickou tématiku aktualnich vyz-
kumdt. Plati to jak pro vyvoj geografického
uspofadani vnitrostatni migrace (Cermak
1999, 2001; Drbohlav a Blazek 1992;
Sasek,1991), tak i pro po roce 1989 rychle
narustajici intenzitu migrace zahraniéni
(Drbohlav, 2001, 2003; Drbohlav a Cermak
1998; Janska a Drbohlav 1999). Vyznam
studia vnitrostatni migrace je v fadé ohledua v
pomérech Ceské republiky specificky, nebot
postihuje nejen ,,pfirozené“ a olekavané
procesy typu suburbanizace, ale i dusledky
pretrvavajicich deformaci na bytovém trhu:
vyrazny pokles migrani mobility obyvatelstva
aj. Rozsah vyzkumné Cinnosti migraéni pro-
blematiky je pfinosny i ve v§eobecném metodo-
logickém smyslu, nebot pravé v jeho ramci jsou
aplikovany a dale rozvijeny behavioralni
pfistupy a nastroje intenzivniho vyzkumu.
Vyzkumné aktivity u ostatnich sociogeogra-
fickych problematik jsou podstatné omeze-
néjsi. Zde se prevazné jedna o parcialni jevy
(napf. nezaméstnanost—Tomes 1996; demo-
grafické struktury—Bartoriova 1999) nebo o
$irsi, ale méné zavaznou tématiku venkova
(Kubes 2000) a navazujici problematiky
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rekreace (Paskova 2001) a tzv. druhého
bydleni (Vagner a kol. 2004). Omezena
pozornost vénovana Ceskou socialni geografii
venkovu, resp. perifernim prostorim je vSak
jen zdanliva v dusledku zvoleného uspofadani
tohoto sledovani. VsSeobecné je totiz mozno
povazovat vétsinu Ceskych geografickych stu-
dii periférnich oblasti za spise kulturné—
geografického nez sociogeografického typu.
Pranikovy charakter téchto praci—a to i ve
smyslu spojitosti s novou regionalni geogra-
fii—ztézuje jejich oborové zafazeni.

Stara a nova témata v ceské kulturni
geografii

Navzdory obtizim se specifikaci kulturné—
geografické tématiky, a to af jiz z diivodu jeji
prunikovosti se sférou sociogeografickou,
historickogeografickou a tradi¢ni regionalné
geografickou nebo z davodu jeji mimofadné
ruznorodosti je mozné hovofit v pfipadé Ceské
geografie o tfech hlavnich zaméfenich kul-
turné geografického vyzkumu. Prvé dva maji
integralni povahu a odpovidaji jednak
puvodni (,,staré“) koncepci kulturni geografie
a jednak koncepci ,,nové“ korespondujici s
novou regionalni geografii. Tfetim typem jsou
vyzkumy parcialnich kulturnich/kulturné geo-
grafickych jevi a procesi—nabozenské a
narodnostni struktury, lokalni kulturni speci-
fika apod.

Prvé zaméfeni vyzkumu ma nejdelsi tradici,
nebot zapocalo jesté v totalitnim obdobi. V
fadé ohledt byla jeho podnétem bohata, byt
nedostate¢né zpracovana, datova zakladna o
struktufe vyuziti ploch pro celé tzemi Ceské
republiky. V jadru studia byla tudiz proble-
matika land use a land cover, coz pochopitelné
znaéné zuzovalo hlavni zaméfeni tradi¢ni
kulturni geografie, tj. zkoumani kulturni
krajiny. Casové naro¢né zde bylo i system-

atické uspofadani datové zakladny, kterd v
soucasnosti zahrnuje pres 10 tisic elementar-
nich Gzemnich jednotek pokryvajicich celé
Gzemi statu. Prvotni studie mély pfevazné
popisny (inventarizacni) charakter, byly
zaméieny na modelovd Gzemi (napf. Bicik
1991) a na metodiku zpracovani a interpretace
vychozich dat (Bicik 1993). Postupné doslo k
vyhodnoceni celého ceského prostoru, a to v
$irokém historickém zabéru, nebot Casovym
vychodiskem byl jiz rok 1845 (Bi¢ik a kol.
1996). Vhodné uspotradani datové zakladny
umoznilo mimo jiné postihnout fadovostné/
méfitkovou diferenciaci vyvoje strukturace
uziti zemé a zhodnoceni souvislosti téchto
zmén s rozmanitymi faktory pfirodnimi i
spolecenskymi.

Toto studium vydastilo do syntetickych praci
dvojiho typu. Prvym bylo rozliSeni dil¢ich
etap a odpovidajicich hybnych sil/podminé-
nosti zmén (Bicik a kol. 2001). Tato etapizace
obohatila prostfednictvim malo znamgych
nebo malo dostupnych indikatort obecné
predstavy vyplyvajici z teorie stadii a zaroven
zduraznila historicka specifika vyvoje naseho
narodniho Gzemi (povale¢na narodnosti
vyména obyvatelstva, extenzivni pramyslovy
vyvoj a dopady kolektivizace zemédélstvi v
totalitnim obdobi, Gtlum zemédélstvi v post —
totalitni transformaci). Druhym—v fadé
ohledu korespondujicim—syntetickym vystu-
pem byla i etapizace vyvoje interakci spolec-
nosti a prirody (Bi¢ik 1995, 1997). Pfinosy
tohoto sméru kulturné geografického vyz-
kumu mély i $irsi kontext, nebot propojovaly
humanné geografickou problematiku s pro-
blematikou fyzickogeografickou (krajinna
ekologie, resp. geoekologie) na jedné strané a
prispévky k environmentalizaci historie a
historické geografie (Jelecek 1999) na strané
druhé.

Druhou zakladni tématiku predstavuje stu-
dium regionu s nizkou intenzitou osidleni a s
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podprumérnou socioekonomickou arovni, a
tedy regionu periférnich ve smyslu polohovém,
ekonomickém, socialnim, ale také historickém
vzhledem k specificnosti vyvoje ¢eského pohra-
ni¢i. Do tézisté pozornosti se totiz dostavaji
otazky identity regiond a lokalnich komunit a
jejich podminénost (socio)kulturni vyvojovou
kontinuitou, resp. diskontinuitou, nebot pravé
tyto jevy a procesy maji klicovy vyznam pro
transformacni Gspé$nost/netispé$nost perifér-
nich prostort, pro jejich stabilizaci i pro
aktivizaci endogennich zdroju jejich dalsiho
rozvoje. Duavody zvySeného badatelského
zajmu o tyto otazky jsou nasledujici:

1 Spolecenska transformace v post-totalitnim
obdobi vede zakonité k selektivnimu Gzem-
nimu vyvoji a k prohlubovani polarity
jadrovych a periférnich prostoru. P¥i ome-
zeném rozvojovém potencialu periférie
nabyva na zvySeném vyznamu aktivita
lokalnich/mikroregionalnich ~ komunit,
jakozto rozvojového faktoru.

2 Zvlastni dalezitost nabyva proces formovani
lokalni a regionalni autoidentifikace lokal-
nich a regiondlnich komunit v souvislosti s
obnovou Gzemni samospravy, ktera se stava
zédkladnim pfedstavitelem zajmu téchto
komunit v politickém, socidlnim, kulturnim
i ekonomickém slova smyslu.

3 Specifickym rysem sociokulturni tzemni
diferenciace Ceské republiky je vyrazny
rozdil v charakteru pohrani¢i a vnitrozemi
v dusledku povale¢nych promén (odsun
obyvatelstva némecké narodnosti a nedos-
tatecné dosidleni novym, byt pievazné
Ceskym, obyvatelstvem). Navzdory znac-
nému Casovému odstupu nebyly diference
tohoto typu dosud dostate¢né potlaceny.

4 V souvislosti se spole¢enskymi zménami a
pozdgji i se vstupem Ceské republiky do EU
se staly navic pohranicni regiony i prostorem
intenzivnich nadnarodnich integracnich
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procest mikroregiondlniho fadu—rozvoj
preshrani¢ni spoluprace, vytvafeni eurore-
gionu apod.

V prubéhu poslednich let byl realizovan
rozsahly vyzkum pohrani¢nich oblasti pre-
zentovany fadou—pievazné kolektivnich—
publikaci (Jefabek 1999; Jefabek a kol. 2004
atd.). Sledovany byly zejména reflexe obyva-
telstva a lokalnich instituci na evropské
integracni procesy v Grovni méfitkové nizsich
Gzemnich struktur, vyvoj vzajemnych vztaht a
postoju obc¢ant oddélenych statni hranici,
zmény v propustnosti hranic apod. Vzhledem
ke geografické a historicko-kulturni slozitosti
a proménlivosti situace v pohrani¢i byla
zvlastni pozornost vénovana i samotnému
vymezovani pohrani¢i (Hampl 2000b;
Chromy 2000; Marada 2001). Hledany byly
nejen podstatné rozdily mezi vnitrozemim a
pohrani¢im, ale i rozdily mezi pohrani¢nimi a
vnitrozemskymi periférnimi—relativné zaos-
tavajicimi—mikroregiony (problém tzv.
vniténi periférie). Tato srovnani se stala
podkladem obecnéjsi diskuse problematiky
regionalni identity a metodiky pfislusného
studia (Chromy 2003a; Kuldova 2005).
Synteticky orientované studium problematiky
perifernich regiont vedlo dale k rozsifeni
hodnoceni i o vyvoj kulturni krajiny a k
vyuzivani vysledkti vyzkumu dlouhodobych
zmén ve vyuziti zemé (Chromy 2003b;
Chromy a Jand 2003). Postupné dochazi v
Ceské kulturni geografii k propojovani obou
zakladnich tématickych okruhd, tj. staré i
nové koncepce kulturné geografického vyz-
kumu.

Posledni skupina praci se soustfeduje na
vyzkum formovani lokalni/regionalni kultury
ve  venkovskych (Zemanek  2003),
resp. pohrani¢nich (Danék 2000) lokalitach
¢i mikroregionech nebo na problémy spjaté s
narodnostni strukturou Ceské republiky
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(Danék 1993; Siwek 1996). Vyjimkou jsou
prace o kulturné patologickych jevech (Danie-
lova 2003) a o geografickych aspektech
religiozity obyvatelstva (Dan¢k a Stépanek
1992; Havlicek 2003). Soucasna situace
odpovida aktualnimu transformacénimu vyvoji
v Ceské republice, kdy jsou v t&Zi§ti pozornosti
predevsim otazky regionalniho—v prvé fadé
ekonomického—rozvoje. Nadale je zietelné i
zpozdéni ve vytvafeni Ceské demokratické
spoletnosti post-industrialniho typu (viz
napf. absence témat feministické geografie).
Rada publikaci zahrnujicich i kulturné
geografické otiazky je pak vice zaméfena k
aktualnim politickym, resp. politicko-geogra-
fickym problémum: politicky regionalismus
(Kostelecky 2001), regionalni orientace
voli¢u (Jehlicka a Sykora 1991; Kostelecky a
Cermak 2004), etnicky podminéna politicka
mobilizace a fragmentace komunistickych
federaci (Dostal 1999), postoje u nas i v
ostatnich zemich EU k evropskym integracnim
procesum (Dostal 2000b, 2001, 2002; Dostal
a Markuse 2001).

Zavérecné poznamky

V poslednich desetiletich dochazi ve vyzkumu
v humanni geografii k vyraznému posunu. Na
jedné strané je kladen daraz na studium
zajmové diferenciace subjektt a na navazujici
rozhodovaci procesy, na strané druhé je
snahou odhalovat spolecenské nerovnovahy
a kriticky hodnotit jejich pfi¢iny. Postupné se
také zvySuje pozornost vénovana hlubsim
podminénostem aktualniho ekonomického a
politického chovani spolecenskych subjekta, a
tedy sociokulturni zakofenénosti tohoto cho-
vani. To vSe prispiva k posileni pozice socialni
geografie i geografie kulturni v ramci
humanni geografie. V pfipadé kulturni geo-
grafie je dokonce opravnéné hovofit o jeji

revitalizaci. Nicméné zvySeny vyznam socio-
geografické a kulturné geografické tématiky je
pfevazné omezen ramcem samotné humanni
geografie. Z hlediska celé geografie pfinaseji
totiz post-pozitivistické tendence jednos-
mérny presun humanni geografie ke spole-
Censkym védam (viz napi. Johnston, Gregory
a Smith 1994). Z hlediska samotnych
socialnich véd zustava pozice humanni geo-
grafie nadale okrajova.
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